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Science for a Transformative Agenda



IWMI’s Strategy



WATER and SANITATION
Focus during the MDGs phase
(2000-2015)

Source: UN-Water, 2016



SDG 6
“Ensure availability and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all” (2016-2030)
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Game changer!



SDG 6 Synthesis Report 2018
Available in:

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish

Based on the work of UN-Water Task Force and 
MANY other contributors. Members of Taskforce include: 

CEO Water Mandate, FAO, ILO, UNDP, UNECE, UNEP, UNESCO (WWAP, coordinator), 
UN-HABITAT, UNICEF, UNU, UN-Water TAU, WHO, WMO and World Bank



Main Message 1

Achieving SDG 6 
is essential for 
progress on all 
other SDGs, 
and vice versa

Source: UN, 2018



Race to the top

Left Behind?

2000, UNSD Data 2014, UNSD Data

WATER, ENERGY and SOCIAL EQUITY

Source: UN, 2018



‘Virtual water’ trade in Latin America 
and Caribbean (LAC) 

Source: Mekonnen et al., 2015 



Source: UN, 2018

Main Message 1

Achieving SDG 6 
is essential for 
progress on all 
other SDGs, 
and vice versa

• What does that mean for implementing SDG 6, and 
the whole 2030 Agenda?  Water as an ENABLER

• How to value water right? 
• Revenue feedback for further investments (create a 

‘virtuous circle’)?



Eliminating inequalities is essential: 
Effective policies, strategies and subsidies must be developed to ensure no one is left behind.

Main Message 2



Billions are being 
left behind in 

access to water, 
sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH)

Basic drinking water

Basic sanitation services

2.1 billion lacked safely managed drinking water
844 million still lacked a basic service
263 million used a limited service 
159 million used surface water sources 



WaSH and INEQUALITY
4.5 billion people lacked safely managed sanitation services
2.3 billion people still lacked even a basic sanitation service 
892 million people still practised open defecation

Source: UN, 2018



Billions are being 
left behind in 

access to water, 
sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH)
Basic drinking water

Basic sanitation services



WATER, SANITATION, INCOME 
and HEALTH

Source: UN, 2018



Faster progress is required 
to end open defecation by 2030, 
especially in rural areas 

SANITATION and HYGIENE:
End open defecation 

Data source: JMP 2017

  Main Message 3:

 Time to act now!

2030
Not zero!



Main Messages 3:
The time to act on SDG 6 is now

Between 2000 and 2015, the 
global population using at least a 
basic drinking water service 
increased from 81% to 89%. Only 
one in five countries with less 
than 95% coverage of basic service 
in 2015 is on track to achieve 
universal basic water services by 
2030.

Example:
Basic Water 
Supply

Source: UN, 2018
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WATER and URBANISATION

Increase in urban sewers
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Developing capacity and using effective smart 
technologies for managing water wisely

Main Message 4



50%

Effective water management needs 
more and better data

‘You cannot manage, what you do not measure’  

• Reliable (good quality), consistent and disaggregated
• Increase transparency and accountability
• Available and accessible (sharing)

Ø Less than 50% of Member States have 
comparable data

Ø Future: use latest technology 
(EO, citizen sciences etc.)

Ø Increase resource and develop capacity! 

Source: UN, 2018



Main Messages 5:
Global SDG 6 targets must be localized and 
adapted to the country context



Ensure good governance and public participation
Main Message 6



SDG 6.5.1 Degree of implementation of IWRM 

Data source: UNEP-DHI, 2018

IWRM 
implementation 
in 2017/2018

Progress in implementation of IWRM, 2007–2017 

38% of countries 
reported at least 

medium-high IWRM 
implementation in 

2017/18 

Source: UN, 2018



Data sources: UNECE / UNESCO

The world’s 286 transboundary river and lake basins cover almost half of the Earth’s 
surface area, over 150 countries have territory in a transboundary water basin and 
almost 600 transboundary groundwater aquifers (TBAs) have been identified. 

SDG 6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational 
arrangement for water cooperation



SDG 6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational 
arrangement for water cooperation

Data source: UNECE/ UNESCO 2018

Regional breakdown of the number of countries sharing basins and level of transboundary water cooperation 
(based on SDG6.5.2 indicator)

The average of the national percentage of transboundary rivers and lake basins covered by an operational 
arrangement is 64% and it is 47% for aquifers.



SDG 6.b Percentage of local administrative units with established 
and operational policies and procedures for participation of local 
communities in water and sanitation management

Data sources: WHO and UN-Water (2017).

Percentages of countries with defined procedures in law or policy 
for participation (number of countries = 110)
Source: WHO and UN-Water (2017).



Some findings of the survey on the 
UN-Water Synthesis Report 2018

6.1

6.2

6.3
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6.6

6.A

6.b

50%

Lack of accountability, transparency

Lack of economic resources

Fragmentation of the water sector

Lack of stakeholder engagement

Lack of institutional capacity

Lack of governance instruments

Lack of technical capacity

Others

Source: UN, 2019



Some findings of the survey on the UN-
Water Synthesis Report 2018

Are local governments 
supported sufficiently in 
the implementation of 

the SDG 6?

Source: UN, 2019



Thank you!

IWMI’s Contributions to the 
SDGs


